GREETING

Welcome family and friends. Ian and Lindsay are truly happy that so many of you who mean so much to them are here to share and celebrate this, their wedding day.  I welcome you all and bless you with these words:  “Blessed be you who have come here in dedication to all that is loving, good and sacred.  We bless you and welcome you in joy.  May the Source of life sustain you.  May all that is noble and true in the universe inspire your lives together and bring peace to all humankind.”
Oh God, bestow your blessings upon Lindsday and Ian, as they unite their lives on this day.  Cause them to prosper together.  Teach them to share the joys and trials of life, and to grow in understanding and in devotion.  May love and companionship abide within the home they establish.  May they grow old together in health and contentment, by this union of their lives.

Memorial

Let us take a moment at this time to remember special loved ones, who although no longer here in body, have joined us today in spirit, with a moment of silence, A-main.
Memorial – Cheryl (Lindsay’s Mom), Ian’s gps Juanita and Clark Hood, and Abraham Grossman.

Giving of the Bride
Doubly blessed is that couple which come to the marriage altar with the approval and blessings of their families and friends. Who has the honor of presenting this woman to be married to this man?
Please rise and say “I do”.
Thank You, you may be seated.
Chuppa

This Chuppa is understood as a sign of Gods presence at this wedding, just as God will be present in the home being established by you, today, under this canopy.  You will notice that this Chuppa has no walls.  This reminds us of the tent of our Patriarch Abraham, who was known for his kindness and hospitality, whose open tent flaps always welcomed visitors.
Ian and Lindsay, you each bring special attributes with you to this Chuppa.  This Chuppah symbolizes the Shelter or Home that the two of you have elected to create as Husband and Wife, from this day forward.  We pray that your home, like our Patriarch Abraham's home, shall always be filled with GOD, JOY, Hospitality and Abundance.
Wine Ceremony

(Kiddush)

Wine is a symbol of Joy in Judaism.  It represents the sweetness that we wish for Ian & Lindsay for their lifetime.  Good wine improves with age, as it is with two good people who marry and build a life together.  If they treat the relationship right, like good wine, it will only improve with age.  The wine also represents your lives.  The dryness suggests challenges in life the future inevitably will hold, but your burdens will be halved as you share it together.  The sweetness suggests the joys and happiness you are sure to behold, but it will be all the more sweeter, for you will share that joy together.  

Love is the eternal force of life.
Love is the force that allows us to face fear and uncertainty with courage.
But although you will be sharing one life, never forget you are two separate people.
Cherish and affirm your differences.
Love each other.
Keep your commitment primary.
Together you will laugh and cry, be sick and well, be happy and angry, share and grow.
Grow sometimes together, sometimes separately."




Ian and Lindsay have chosen a sand ceremony, to signify their coming together as a married couple, by combining 2 separate colors of sand.  As they each take their chosen color, they combine the sands in a single jar.  As the grains of sand come together, just as Ian and Lindsay have, we are reminded that they become eternally enmeshed together, never able to separate one from the other, as they existed before today.  But as we join the sand together, a new color appears, but yet, the original still exists, within its new surroundings.  Ian and Lindsay, may you never lose your original form, as that is who you are, and what brought you to each other.  But may you live harmoniously together, loving, and accepting of your similarities and differences, for the rest of your lives.
Shehecheyanu

On all first occasions or to acknowledge a new experience, it is our Jewish custom to recite a blessing known as “Shehecheyanu”.

Baruch ata Adonai, eloheinu melech haolam, sh’hecheyiyanu, V Kiyimanu,

V hig iyanu, Lazman Hazeh.  A-Main
Cantor’s comments
I consider myself extremely fortunate to have the privilege of joining many beautiful couples in marriage, and somehow, I am blessed with couples that have the most beautiful souls.  Lindsay and Ian are no exception.  As I have gotten to know them, I am sure that they were each created for each other, long before the beginning of time.  Amazingly enough, you were both raised very differently, had different life experiences and backgrounds, yet you have come together in the most natural ways, full of love, support, and all the best hopes for one another that can possibly become of life.
As I came to know Ian and Lindsay, I learned that they both faced some of life’s challenges head on in their early adulthood, and their existence as individuals pales in comparison to their joy in being able to behold and experience life together today.    When I had individual discussions with them, about their relationship, I asked each of them what the highlights of their lives were today.  They both immediately gave me the same answers, and this was when I realized how wonderful each of you were for the other in your lives.  Your most special moments together, are when you put your daily lives aside, to escape to adventurous moments of exploration, never knowing where your car is going to take you.  These moments together have become the cornerstone of your lives as one.  You realize that you must put daily life aside, and escape to a new world, to experience that together, to be able to better understand and appreciate one another.  These moments have become your opportunity to talk, in different ways than you do in your daily lives.  Your souls come together as you explore, and you open up new worlds of appreciation and understanding.
You each can take credit as well for amazing transformations that have occurred in life for each of you.  Ian, Lindsay’s influence in your life has been such a positive one.  You are focused on building a life together, you are very close to achieving a very important goal in your education, and you have embraced managing life’s responsibilities with enthusiasm and strength.  Lindsay, you should also be so incredibly proud of coming so close now, to reaching your goal of your Bachelor’s Degree, and I know you will reach new heights and surpass all of your own expectations, because your pride in yourself, and your relationship with Ian grows exponentially with every passing day.  In the future, you both want to be present for each other, to help your partner be the best person they can be, and that is an incredible asset in a relationship.  You have strong shoulders, to allow the other to lean on, when they need it, but you give freely to the relationship, regardless of what it needs, because you know that when you feed it, it grows.  Your love has grown since the fateful day that Ian signed on to his instant messenger program, after a long period of absence, but that again is proof that God was watching, and knew that at just the right moment in time, you would appear for each other.  Not as the friends you were in high school, but as mature adults, ready to embrace a very special kind of love together.  You had many moments in time when you could have come together, but that was God’s divine way of preparing you, because most likely, had you attempted to do so at any other time, we might not have all been standing here today.  That special moment was what has led us all here, to support you, love you, and encourage you, to continue growing, continue learning, and continue finding ways to grow and multiply the love that you both have for each other.  I’m confident that as life goes on for you both, you will handle the challenges life is certain to bring, with strength and grace, and a shared commitment to the greater good of your relationship, because you know that that is right where God wants you both to be.  Ian and Lindsay, you have a special, uncomplicated love for one another that shows in everything you say and do.  May G-d bless you and watch over you, and help you through the times in life when that love will be put to the test.  With the strength of your family and friends behind you every day, I am confident that you will confidently accept each challenge together, because each of you know you are stronger together, from this day forward, in marriage, and in love.   And let us all say, Amen
RING CEREMONY

Dear God, bless and sanctify the love that Ian and Lindsay have for each other.

May their rings always be a symbol of their true faith in each other 

and always remind them of their love.

The wearing of a wedding ring is the outer sign of your inner commitment. 

It says to all the world, "I am my beloved's and my beloved is mine."  

We place the wedding band on our hands in two stages: 

First it is placed on the right forefinger, and then it is moved to the traditional ring finger of the left hand.  We do this for two reasons.

The first is that marriage is a free will act of commitment. 

You freely choose to be each with the other.

The second reason is that the forefinger of the right hand is called the

heart finger, for a vein runs from that finger directly to the heart. 

Thus, when your rings are exchanged, you are in fact speaking Heart to Heart, and thus, it is appropriate that the ring touch the heart finger. 

Ian,  place this ring on your bride's right forefinger and recite  

the words that will establish your covenant of marriage:

I give you this ring (repeat) 

To wear upon your hand

As a symbol of our unity

I promise to support, Comfort and strengthen you,

For the rest of our days.

And to create a home

Filled with love, peace and happiness.
Lindsay please take this ring and place it on Ian’s right forefinger 

recite the words that will confirm your covenant of marriage:

I give you this ring (repeat) 

To wear upon your hand

As a symbol of our unity

I promise to support, Comfort and strengthen you,

For the rest of our days.

And to create a home

Filled with love, peace and happiness.
Now , each of you take the ring from your right forefinger, and while moving it to your ring finger on your left hands, please affirm the words that will complete your affirmation and vow of eternal commitment:
“Do you, Lindsay/Ian have this man/woman to be thy wedded husband/wife?” (“I do”) Do you promise to have and to hold him/herfrom this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do you part?
Let each of us assembled here today offer a prayer and ask God to bless this union of Ian and Lindsay.  AMEN
Breaking the Glass – I will provide light bulb
In concluding our ceremony, I remind you that like glass, life is fragile and you must treat your relationship with special care, for like glass, it is strong enough to hold your love, yet fragile enough to break.  And when the glass is now shattered, it is a cue for all of those present to make your joy felt-as a great wave of exultation, by shouting “Mazel Tov”. (break glass)
PRONOUNCEMENT:

Ian & Lindsay,
"IN THE PRESENCE OF YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS AS WITNESSES, YOU HAVE SPOKEN THE WORDS AND PERFORMED THE RITES WHICH UNITE YOUR LIVES.

THEREFORE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TRADITIONS OF THE FAITH OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AND THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, I NOW DECLARE YOU, Ian & Lindsay, HUSBAND AND WIFE.  Ian, you may now kiss your bride.
“DEAR FAMILY AND FRIENDS, MAY I NOW PRESENT TO YOU, MR. AND MRS. Ian Hood.
