Good Afternoon!  And Buenas Tardes!  

Welcome to Shawn & Dana’s wedding here on beautiful Hollywood Beach!
La playa es muy Hermosa!  Gracias por venir!

Shawn and Dana have asked us all here, to celebrate their amazing love story, and be a witness to their commitment to spend the rest of their lives together!   Today is a very special day!  Hoy es un dia muy especial!  Today is 8/8/08, a day that thousands of couples have chosen to get married.  In china, the number 8 signifies wealth, prosperity, and eternal joy, so it is only fitting that we gather on this date, here today, to show Dana and Shawn our love, support, and wishes for their eternal happiness.  – And – a little wealth and prosperity wouldn’t hurt either!
Before we get started – I would like to ask you all to take part in a very special role in Dana and Shawn’s marriage – Dana and Shawn wanted this to be an interactive experience, so I am going to ask you to take their rings, and as I lead their ceremony, we want you to hold them firmly in your hand, and hold a very special intention in your mind and hearts for them, and for their marriage.  After you hold that intention for a brief moment, please pass the rings on to the next person, until they come back to me, for the ring ceremony.  This way, Dana and Shawn will always wear their rings, which you will have held, and given your wishes upon, and they will carry your wishes with them for the rest of their lives.

This is the story of Dana and Shawn – a relationship that truly reminds us that when an event is destined to happen, regardless of the circumstances, it happens!  Dana and Shawn – you met by chance on the internet, and before you knew it – Shawn, you drove up to meet Dana, and as we know it – the rest was history!  Who would have imagined that you would each find your soulmates this way?  BUT – as I – DORA THE EXPLORER – have come to learn about you- you both have this thing for “destiny” – and magnetism!  And the people you attract into your lives have the same – shall we say – joie di vivre – that the two of you have!
Like magnets – the universe pulled you together – and once you were together – you decided to ALWAYS be together.  It is just so fitting that – your little amazing 3 year old “gift” came along – and that you named her DESTINY!  But – like magnets – you also attract other magnets into your lives – and seem to surround yourself with people who take risks – and EXPLORE!  We LOVE people who get on airplanes and go to weddings, drive 6 hours to meet someone they’ve never met, because – well – I’m DORA THE EXPLORER!  Why wouldn’t I love explorers?

So – Dana and Shawn, without further ado – we must continue on our adventure..

As you all know – I am DORA THE EXPLORER!  Unfortunately, my sidekick – BOOTS was unable to make it today.  But, have no fear – BACKPACK is here!  And for those of you that know me – you know that I travel all over on my explorations with my backpack – and I always find great objects in my backpack that will help me through my obstacles.

Well – I have filled BACKPACK with some very helpful hints for Dana and Shawn, as they navigate their way through their lives- and run into obstacles that life inevitable holds.

Now, I really tried hard to find out what some of those obstacles might be with Dana and Shawn, but truly – this is a couple that doesn’t have much tolerance for obstacles.  They pretty much get through any problem smoothly, because they love each other, and have such a great relationship!

But – just in case  - BACKPACK and I have some very helpful ideas that we brought along.

1st – We have the ever important Jagermeister!  Yes, we know you thoroughly enjoy Jager – and this is not new to you at all – but we figured we would just remind you that it is a very helpful tool for making those parties even more fun.  WHO couldn’t use MORE FUN?

2nd.  We have Body Armor.  Yes Shawn, When those rare moments happen when Dana gets kind of angry, and decides to throw things – you might want to don this BODY ARMOR, so you are protected.  It truly helps a marriage when you make sure you prevent physical injury from flying objects!

3rd – We want to remind you – you might want to invest in a year of TRULY NOLEN’s Pest protection!  Yes – Dana gets a bit squirmish when she sees bugs, and Shawn, you can’t always be around to squish them for her – so a pest protection service will certainly keep her a happy woman!

4th –– we have SWIFFER.  Shawn, as you know, Dana loves her swiffer!  She swiffers in the morning, swiffers in the evening, and sometimes, she swiffers at suppertime.  A never ending supply of swiffer stuff would be a very helpful suggestion for a long happy marriage.

5th – And last but not least – We know that you, and all your friends LOVE your SEXY parties!  Whether you are having a sexy sock party or some other wild and crazy theme – you attract friends into your lives through your sexy parties – and you should never stop having them!  You are a fun couple – and when you remember your sexy parties- it will always bring out the fun in you!  Don’t ever let a day go by without having fun – it’s sure to bring you long lasting joy and eternal happiness together!
Now – while we know this is quite an unconventional wedding ceremony, no wedding would be complete without the highly conventional blessing over the wine.  So – the last item in my backpack is this cup of wine – yes – in a character sippy cup – that Shawn and Dana will share as we say the blessing over the wine.

Wine is a symbol of joy.  The sweetness represents the good things you will experience in your lives together.  But the joy is doubled, as you share it together.  It also represents the bitterness life will inevitably hold, but the pain is cut in half, as you share it with each other.

We are grateful for this wine, and hope that it represents nothing but sweetness and joy to be present in your lives forever.
So – now we get to the good stuff.

May I have the rings?

You have all given Dana and Shawn your most sincere thoughts and wishes while holding these rings, and now, they are going to exchange them with each other, and state their promises that will connect them together for eternity.

Shawn – will you please take this ring, and place it on Dana’s left ring finger, and repeate after me?

Dana, You are my best friend.

I will cherish and protect you all of my life.

I promise to squish all bugs in your path

And I promise to always be present

With a screwdriver and hammer.

I promise to love you all of our days

And to call you 50 times a day

Whether you want me to or not.

Dana – will you please take this ring and place it on Shawn’s left ring finger, and repeat after me?

Shawn, You are my best friend

I will cherish and love you all of my life

I promise to swiffer the floors every day of our lives

And I promise to be your domestic goddess forever

I promise to be your constant source of entertainment

Whether you want me to or not

Shawn, Do you hereby take Dana to be your lawfully wedded wife and to uphold the vows you have stated in front of me – DORA THE EXPLORER – and your family and friends?

Dana – do you hereby take Shawn to be your lawfully wedded husband and to uphold the vows you have stated in front of me – DORA THE EXPLORER – and your family and friends?

Then – with the power vested in my, my backpack, and the state of Florida,

I now pronounce you – 

Fellow Explorers

And – Husband and Wife

Shawn, you may now kiss your bride!

