Welcome family and friends. Scott and Elizabeth are truly happy that so many of you who mean so much to them are here to share and celebrate this, their wedding day.  While most would consider it an honor to officiate at the wedding of two amazing people such as Scott and Elizabeth, it is more than an honor for me.  I stand here with Scott and Elizabeth, not only as the person joining them in marriage, but their friend as well.  A friend who has watched them together from the very beginning of their relationship, and witnessed the most beautiful relationship grow between such a special couple.  I welcome you all and bless you with these words:  “Blessed be you who have come here in dedication to all that is loving, good and sacred.  We bless you and welcome you in joy.  May the Source of life sustain you.  May all that is noble and true in the universe inspire your lives together and bring peace to all humankind.”

Blessed are you, O God, for giving life, sustaining us and bringing us to this joyous time.

Invocation

Our ancestors, all our relations, our families, the spirit that arises from all things, come celebrate with us the bonding of nature, hearts and souls and the beauty of love.  Help us see and know the divine presence in all that is, and keep that truth alive for us today and through all our years.

May God Bless Scott and Elizabeth
Chuppa

We are standing under this gazebo which serves as our “Chuppah”. Scott and Elizabeth, you each bring special attributes with you to this Chuppa.  This Chuppah symbolizes the Shelter or Home that the two of you have elected to create as Husband and Wife, from this day forward.

This Chuppa is understood as a sign of Gods presence at this wedding, just as God will be present in the home being established by you, today, under this canopy.

You will notice that this Chuppa has no walls.  This suggests the tent of our Patriarch Abraham, who was known for his kindness and hospitality, his open tent flaps always welcomed visitors.

We pray that your home, like our Patriarch Abraham's home, shall always be filled with GOD, JOY, Hospitality and Abundance.

Memorial

Let us take a moment at this time to remember special loved ones, who although no longer here in body, have joined us today in spirit, with a moment of silence, A-main.
Wine Ceremony

(Kiddush)

Wine is a symbol of Joy in Judaism.  Good wine improves with age, as it is with two good people who marry and build a life together.  If they treat the relationship right, like good wine, it will only improve with age.  The wine also represents your lives.  The dryness suggests challenges in life the future inevitably will hold, but your burdens will be halved as you share it together.  The sweetness suggests the joys and happiness you are sure to behold, but it will be all the more sweeter, for you will share that joy together.  
(Blessing sung in Hebrew)  Borei P’re Hagafen
Blessed are you, Adonoy our G_d, Ruler of the universe, who has created the fruit of the vine. (Both drink from one cup of wine.)
Personal Vows – Written by S&L
Seven Blessings/Sheva B´rachot

(I read –Tallit wrapped around both)

In a traditional Jewish wedding ceremony the Bride circles the groom seven times which represents the Kabbalistic idea of the earth revolving around the sun seven times to complete the creation.  Today I place the tallit around Scott and Elizabeth to symbolize the idea of wholeness and completion and to define a protective circle around them. I recite the seven blessings (Sheva Barochot) which begins with the traditional recitation of the blessing over the 2nd cup of wine.
Baruch Ata Adonai Elohenu Melech Haolam Boreh Pri Hagafen

Amen

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has created the Fruit of the Vine,

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam, shehakol barah lichvodo

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, all of whose creation reflects your Glory.

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam, yotzer ha-Adam

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, Creator of the Human person, and of this bride and groom.

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam, asher yatzar et haadam b’tzalmo, b’tzelem d’moot tv’neeto, v’heetkeel lo mimenu banyan adey ad.  Baruch ata Adonai, yotzer ha-Adam.

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has made us in your own image, after thy likeness, and has established Marriage for the fulfillment and perpetuation of Life in accordance with your Holy purpose.

Shosh taseet v’tageyl ha-akarah, b’kibutz baneha l’tocha b’simcha.  Baruch ata Adonai, m’sameach Tziyon b’vaneyha

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe.  We praise you as the Creator of Man and Woman who maketh Zion joyful through her children.

Sameach t’samach reyim ha-ahuvim k’sameyach y’tzircha b’gan eyden mikedem.  Baruch ata Adonai, m’samayach hatan v’chalah.

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, source of all gladness and joy.  Grant that the love that unites bride and groom will gladden their souls, May there be peace in their home, quietness and confidence in their hearts. May their happiness and joy be like the first couple in the Garden of Eden.

Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech haolam.  Asher bara sason v’simcha, hatan v’chala, geelah rinah, ditza v’ched’nah, ahava v’achava, v’shalom v’reyut, mheyra Adonai eloheinu yisama b’arey y’hudah uv’chutzot yirushalayim, kol sason, v’kol simcha, kol chatan, vkol kalah, kol m’tzhalot chateynim m’chupatam un’arim mimsh’tey n’ginatam.  Baruch ata Adonai, m’s’meyach chatan im hakalah.

We praise you Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who unites the

Bride and groom in Holy Union, who created joy and gladness, groom and bride, merriment, song, dance, and delight, love and harmony, peace and companionship.  Adonai our God, may there soon be heard in the cities of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the groom and the voice of the bride, the rapturous voices of the wedded from their bridal chambers, and of young people feasting and singing.  Blessed are You, Adonai, who gladden the groom together, with the bride. 
(Take back Tallit)
Shehecheyanu

On all first occasions or to acknowledge a new experience, it is our Jewish custom to recite a blessing known as “Shehecheyanu”.

Baruch ata Adonai, eloheinu melech haolam, sh’hecheyiyanu, V Kiyimanu,

V hig iyanu, Lazman Hazeh. 

A-Main
Cantor’s comments
I definitely believe that G-d works in mysterious ways.  I believe that everything happens for a reason, and everything is connected in a very special way.  It’s not every day that you get to officiate at one of your best friends’ weddings, but then again, it’s not every day you get to meet a couple like Elizabeth and Scott.  See, not only do they have their own special story to tell, but I do too, because I was there from the very beginning of the story.  And it goes something like this:

Dating has become somewhat unique in the age of technology.  Elizabeth and I were both going through our dating stages together, and we each subscribed to a well known Jewish dating site.  We would each pick potential “dates” for each other by viewing their profiles and their pictures.   Elizabeth used to complain – “why should I go out with them?  I’m bound to find something wrong with them – I find something wrong with EVERYONE”.  But – one day – one VERY special day, Elizabeth came to me and said – come see this guy – I think I know him from somewhere, he looks SO familiar.  Of course, I didn’t know him, but I told her she should email him.  “Oh, no” she replied.  I don’t email boys!!  Later that day, she came to me and said – LOOK AT THIS – HE EMAILED ME!  And sure enough, he told her she looked familiar too and that he was interested in her.  They made a date right away.  Well, before she finished typing the email, she looked up at me from her desk and said “Deb, I’m gonna marry this boy”.  Yeah, right…that’s what they all say.  Well, they went out on their first date, and I couldn’t wait to hear ALL the details.  The next day she came in and I said “ok, so?  Well?  Share the details”.  Elizabeth just smiled.  No details, she said. She told me that they discovered that they had met many years ago, in their first year of college.  She told me  “He’s just a great guy.  I had a great time.”    What’s wrong with him, Liz?  I said – nothing she replied.  He’s just great.  And that is how this relationship continued.  Shortly after they started dating, Scott had to travel for work.  He sent her flowers and a card, to tell her how much he missed her and couldn’t wait to come back home to continue where they left off.  The moment they met, it seemed that everything just fell into place in Elizabeth’s life.  She became so focused and diligent in her work, and she carried a simple happiness around with her, that has come to define Elizabeth since Scott entered her life.  From the moment they first met, Elizabeth carried with her a silent conviction, that this was the last boy she was going to date.  Never a question, she just knew it, and their relationship took on a personality of its own.  This is a couple whose souls were connected millions of years ago.  They just knew it at that moment, and they never questioned it for a minute of their lives together, from that moment on.  One day,  the day we knew would come, they shared their awesome news with me.  They met me in the parking lot before Steve Sadaka’s daughter’s Bat Mitzvah to make a special point of telling me their news.  I was so lucky to be one of the first ones to know that Scott and Elizabeth were engaged.  I considered it such an honor, that they felt it was so important to tell me right away.  And since that day, I’ve been with them, every step of the way.  I admire the love and compassion they have for each other, but it goes way beyond that.  There is a respect, a true joy that emanates from deep inside their souls from being together.  To Elizabeth and Scott, nothing else matters.  Now most brides get a little carried away with details, and then get totally consumed and out of control with those same details.  Once the basics of this evening were done being planned, nothing mattered to either of them.  Whenever I asked either Scott or Elizabeth about the plans, or whatever, I received the same response.  “I don’t care, I’m marrying Scott, that’s all I care about”.  It doesn’t matter if you wear a purple dress with polka dots, Deb, I’m marrying Scott.  I’ve got more than anything I could ever ask for.
When I asked Scott what he got – he didn’t mind telling me at all.  Scott, we all know you are the luckiest man on earth, but the beautiful thing is, you truly know it too.  In your words, Elizabeth makes you a better person, she completes you.  Elizabeth has shown you what being a true soulmate is, and is someone who supports you, nurtures you, and expects the best for each of you together.  You will both work together to make your home a place where each of you smile for no reason, just for the sheer joy of being together, as well as making each other laugh.  And Scott, you’re so awesome, because you know that most of the time she’s laughing at you!!  (
God truly created you two for each other.  Wherever you have each gone in your past, it led you to today.  Without each of your past experiences you wouldn’t have found each other.  Embrace every part of who each other is, because you are now half of each other.  I know every person who has joined you here tonight agrees that the relationship you two share is precious.  Nurture that, and never let it go.  For having such love between you both has enabled you to each give so much more love back to the important people in your lives, and that completes a beautiful circle.  Scott and Elizabeth, thank you for making me a very special person in your lives, and thank you for showing me what amazing possibilities love can bring.  May God bless both of you.
RING CEREMONY

Adonai , bless and sanctify the love that Scott and Elizabeth have for each other.

May their rings always be a symbol of their true faith in each other 

and always remind them of their love.

Amen

The wearing of a wedding ring is the outer sign of your inner commitment. 

It says to all the world, "I am my beloved's and my beloved is mine."  

We place the wedding band on our hands in two stages: 

First it is placed on the right forefinger, and then it is moved to the traditional ring finger of the left hand.  We do this for two reasons.

The first is that marriage is a free will act of commitment. 

You freely choose to be each with the other.

The second reason is that the forefinger of the right hand is called the

heart finger, for a vein runs from that finger directly to the heart. 

Thus, when your rings are exchanged, you are in fact speaking Heart to Heart, and thus, it is appropriate that the ring touch the heart finger. 

Scott,  place this ring on your bride's right forefinger and recite 

the words that will establish your covenant of marriage:

“I GIVE TO YOU THIS RING TO WEAR UPON YOUR HAND

AS A SYMBOL OF OUR UNITY

YOU ARE MY BELOVED AND MY FRIEND

I TAKE YOU TO BE MY WIFE,

TOGETHER TO LOVE, TO WORK, TO SHARE, 

AND TO DISCOVER A DEEPER, FULLER AND RICHER LIFE.”

Elizabeth, please take this ring and place it on Scott’s right forefinger 

and recite the words that will confirm your covenant of marriage:

“I GIVE YOU THIS RING TO WEAR UPON YOUR HAND

AS A  SYMBOL OF OUR UNITY.

YOU ARE MY BELOVED AND MY FRIEND.

I TAKE YOU TO BE MY HUSBAND,

TOGETHER TO LOVE, TO WORK, TO SHARE,

AND TO DISCOVER A DEEPER, FULLER AND RICHER LIFE."

Now , each of you take the ring from your right forefinger, and while moving it to your ring finger on your left hands, please repeat these words after me:
Harey at m’kudeshet, li b’taba-at zu, k’dat moshe v’Yisrael.
By this ring you are consecrated to me in accordance with the traditions of Moses and Israel.

Let each of us assembled here today offer a prayer and ask God to bless this union of Scott and Elizabeth.  AMEN
Poem Reading by Donna Segar

The key to love is understanding... 
The ability to comprehend not only the spoken word, 
but those unspoken gestures, 
the little things that say so much by themselves. 

The key to love is forgiveness... 
to accept each others faults and pardon mistakes, 
without forgetting, but with remembering 
what you learn from them.

The key to love is sharing... 
Facing your good fortunes as well as the bad, together; 
both conquering problems, forever searching for ways 
to intensify your happiness. 

The key to love is giving... 
without thought of return, 
but with the hope of just a simple smile, 
and by giving in but never giving up.

The key to love is respect... 
realizing that you are two separate people, with different ideas; that you don't belong to each other, 
that you belong with each other, and share a mutual bond. 

The key to love is inside us all... 
It takes time and patience to unlock all the ingredients that will take you to its threshold; 
it is the continual learning process that demands a lot of work... but the rewards are more than worth the effort... 
and that is the key to love.

Birkat Kohanim  

It is traditional at a Jewish wedding for the Cohain’s to bless the groom and bride.  I would like to do so, but with a contemporary song representing the Birchat Ha Cohaneem  

Y’VRECH’CHA

(Priestly Blessing)

Y’varech’cha Adonai v’yishm’recha May God bless you with good and keep you safe

Ya-eir Adonai panav eilecha vichuneka May God be with you and be kind to you

Yisa Adonai panav, panav eilecha V’yaseim l’cha shalom, shalom

Yisa Adonai panav, panav eilecha V’yaseim l’cha shalom, shalom

May you always know that God is close And may God give you the gift,

the gift of peace

May you always know that God is close And may God give you the gift,

the gift of peace

Breaking the Glass

In concluding our ceremony, I remind you that like glass, life is fragile and you must treat your relationship with special care, for like glass, it is strong enough to hold your love, yet fragile enough to break.  And when the glass is now shattered, it is a cue for all of those present to make your joy felt-as a great wave of exultation, by shouting “Mazel Tov”. (break glass)
PRONOUNCEMENT:

Scott & Elizabeth
"IN THE PRESENCE OF YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS AS WITNESSES, YOU HAVE SPOKEN THE WORDS AND PERFORMED THE RITES WHICH UNITE YOUR LIVES.

THEREFORE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TRADITIONS OF THE FAITH OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AND THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, I NOW DECLARE YOU, Scott and Elizabeth, HUSBAND AND WIFE.  Scott, you may now kiss your bride.
“DEAR FAMILY AND FRIENDS, MAY I NOW PRESENT TO YOU, MR. AND MRS. Scott Jacobs.
Recessional Song:
